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A f f a i r s
B y  G r a c ia  F a y  E llw o o d
"Perhaps we had o n ly  a co u p le  o f  hours in  which  
to  t a lk  and, God b le s s  u s , tw en ty  m inu tes o f  i t  has  
had to  be d evo ted  to  a f f a i r s !"
O b viou sly  Lewis w a sn 't r e f e r r in g  to  a f f a i r s  o f  
th e  t i t i l l a t i n g  s o r t .  No doubt th e  o c c a s io n  fo r  
th e unwelcome in tr u s io n  o f  f in a n c ia l  m a tters  in t o  an 
In k lin g s  m eetin g  was th a t  C h a r les  W illia m s, im prudent 
w ith  h is  l im it e d  fu n d s , needed money. The o th e r s  
d id n 't  mind h e lp in g  him o u t; i t  was j u s t  th a t  e v e r y ­
one would r a th e r  have been t a lk in g  ab out M iddle 
E arth , or P e r e la n d ra , or Exchange, o r . . .
I t ' s  tim e to  t a lk  about a f f a i r s .  B efore  you  
turn  th e  p a g e , l e t  me h a ste n  to  sa y  th a t  w hether or  
n ot you g e t  a n o th er  M y th lo re  i s  a t  s t a k e .  The f i n ­
a n c ia l  w ork ings o f  M y th lo re  a re  r a th e r  l i k e  th o se  o f  
th e S o c ia l  S e c u r ity  system ; th e  moneys we p u t in t o  
i t  now a g a in s t  our fu tu r e  are f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  go­
in g  out now, and we p roceed  on F a ith  th a t  enough w il  
keep coming in  to  keep us g o in g .
We are f a c in g  a c r i s i s  r ig h t  now fo r  a com bina­
t io n  o f  r e a s o n s . One i s  ( o f  c o u r s e )  i n f l a t i o n .  
A nother i s  th e  f a c t  th a t  M y th lo r e 's  p a s t  ir r e g u la r ­
i t y  in  appearance has cau sed  l o s s  o f  c o n fid e n c e  
among r e a d e r s , and con seq u en t f a i lu r e  to  renew . In  
ord er to  g e t  back on sc h e d u le  we have begun to  pay 
our t y p i s t s  (e x c e p t  fo r  th e  t y p i s t  who i s  a ls o  
e d i t o r ) .  V o lu n teer  t y p i s t s  are  a n o b le  b reed , or  
th ey  w o u ld n 't be d o in g  such r o t t e n  work fo r  n o th in g ;  
but th ey  ten d  to  have o th e r  more p r e s s in g  th in g s  to  
do f i r s t ,  and th e y  turn  o v er  q u ic k ly .  (Tardy ty p ­
i s t s  are n o t th e  o n ly  rea so n  f o r  p a s t  i r r e g u l a r i t ­
i e s ,  but o th e r  r e a so n s  are n o t r e le v a n t  h e r e .)
T his means th a t  j u s t  when we have had l e s s  money 
coming in ,  we have had more g o in g  o u t .  We have 
econom ized by u s in g  l i g h t  paper f o r  th e  c o v e r s ,  r e ­
lu c t a n t ly ,  and are  p ro ce ed in g  to  tak e  a few  o th e r  
s t e p s .  But th e  o n ly  way we can keep g o in g  i s  to  i n ­
cr e a se  our c i r c u la t io n  s u b s t a n t ia l ly .  Four i s s u e s  
fo r  e ig h t  d o l la r s  a y ea r  i s  no fa b u lo u s  b arga in  a s  
i t  i s ,  but to  co n tin u e  even  a t  t h i s  r a te  in  our
p r e s e n t  p l ig h t  we need  1800 o r  2000 s u b s c r ib e r s .
We have nowhere n ear th a t  many. The p r in t e r ' s  b i l l  
i s  about $ 1 ,0 5 0 .0 0  p er  i s s u e ;  th e  t y p i s t  g e t s  $ 2 0 0 .0 0  
p lu s  o r  m inus; e n v e lo p e s  are  $ 4 0 .0 0  ( t h a t ' s  w h it t le d  
down from $ 7 5 .0 0 ) ;  p o s ta g e  i s  ab out $ 1 4 0 .0 0 . Then 
th e r e  are a lw ays th e  s i x t y  o r  so  i s s u e s  t h a t  come 
back b eca u se  s u b s c r ib e r s  moved w ith o u t  in fo rm in g  u s  
o f  t h e i r  new a d d r e ss;  th a t  l i n e  "Return p o sta g e  
guaranteed" w hich we must p ut on th e  en v e lo p e  o b l i ­
g a te s  u s to  p u t o u t 530 f o r  each  r e tu r n e e .  A word 
to  th e  w is e .
I t  adds up; we d o n 't  have t h i s  much money now.
Your n o b le  e d i t o r ,  a lr e a d y  unrecom pensed f o r  ex ­
p e n s e s ,  i s  w i l l i n g  to  s u b s id iz e  an i s s u e  or tw o, 
b ut n o t i n d e f i n i t e l y ;  i f  th e  h o r r ib le  tr u th  were 
known, I  would r a th e r  be p a id  f o r  th e  f i f t e e n  or  
tw en ty  h ou rs a week I  p ut in t o  t h i s  t h in g ,  than  
pay fo r  th e  p r i v i l e g e .
Whence com eth our h elp ?
We are  back on s c h e d u le , and th e r e  have a lr e a d y  
b een  some r e n e w a ls . We a re  a d v e r t i s in g  M y th lo re  
in  s e v e r a l  p e r i o d ic a l s .  We a re  ru b b er-stam p in g  
"Your s u b s c r ip t io n  h as e x p ir e d . P le a s e  renew" on 
c e r t a in  e n v e lo p e s .  We s h a l l  red u ce th e  number o f  
e x tr a  i s s u e s  we have u s u a l ly  p r in te d  in  a n t ic ip a ­
t io n  o f  l a t e r  back o r d e r s .
There a re  some th in g s  you can  d o . Renew your  
s u b s c r ip t io n  i f  i t  i s  e x p ir in g ,  o r  ex ten d  i t  i f  
i t  i s  n o t .  Im press upon your f r i e n d s ,  lo v e d  o n e s ,  
s tu d e n ts  and n e ig h b o r s  th a t  you w i l l  lo v e  them 
more i f  th e y  to o  s u b s c r ib e .  G ive g i f t  s u b s c r ip t ­
io n s .  And th e  S o c ie ty  i s  a n o n - p r o f i t  e d u c a t io n a l  
o r g a n iz a t io n ,  w hich  means t h a t  any c o n tr ib u t io n s  
you are  teem in g  to  make a re  t a x - d e d u c t ib le .  Con­
t r ib u t e  o v er  $ 1 0 0 .0 0  and we w i l l  make you a P a tr o n , 
and in v e n t  many r ig h t s  and p r i v i l e g e s  th e re u n to  
a p p e r ta in in g , in c lu d in g  h a v in g  your name p r in te d  
on th e  in s id e  f r o n t  c o v e r  in  a s  la r g e  and fa n cy  a 
p r in t  s t y l e  a s  you d e s i r e .  J u s t  im agin e i t  s h in ­
in g  th e r e  f o r  fu tu r e  g e n e r a t io n s .o f  s u b s c r ib e r s  to  
adm ire: J .  SMITH, PATRON, s a y , or
WM HenryDuke of Gloucester Patron
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